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The discussion of Christianity itself became thus
unimportant. For, once given, it was outside the
realm of argument. It was in this way that De
Maistre became above all a political theorist. He
could subordinate philosophy and theology to his
theory of the State simply because they required
no more than the statement to merit acceptance.
That is why, as M. Faguet has pointed out, Ms
earliest work is a political treatise; for at the very
outset of his career his other views were indelibly
fixed, were, indeed, the foundation of his political
thought/*

in
With the rejection of Protestantism he is thrown
back on the Catholic theory, and to this he gave an
uncompromising and unquestioning acceptance.
The book was in the nature of a personal apologia;
for in the stress of the Napoleonic conflict he had
spoken disrespectfully of the Holy Father, and
Du Pape was written as a method of reparation.45
Certainly the Papacy has good reason to give
thanks to the ability of its enthusiastic champion;
for with the possible exception of Augustinus
Triumphus no one has given such entire allegiance
to the gravest extremism of Hildebrand and of'
Innocent III., and De Maistre is superior to his
** Faguet, op. tit, p. 5.
**Brandes, Main Currents of ZlXth Century Literature, Vol. HI,
p. 105.